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student to be fully given up to Renaissance, Reformation
and religious wars was also the period of the advent of an
empire which was perhaps the greatest the world has seen
since Roman, or at least since Saracen, days. Just when
Martin Luther was launching his revolt Selim I (1512-
1526) extended his empire by conquest over the Per-
sians and the whole of Kurdistan, Syria and Egypt. Master
of the sacred cities of Islam, he forced the last of the
Abbasid caliphs to surrender to him and his successors the
title of caliph and the outer symbols of that sacred office,
the holy standard, the mantle of the Prophet, and—not
least—his sword. His son, Suleiman, or "Solomon the Mag-
nificent," with the heritage of Asia at his command, sent
his hosts into the Danube Valley. In 1521 he captured
Belgrade and in 1526, at the Battle of Mohacs, defeated the
Hungarian King Louis II, who perished with the flower
of his chivalry. A creature of the Sultan was enthroned at
Budapest, whose rocky escarpment by the Danube still
bears the marks and memories of the Turk. Vienna was
next besieged, but without success (1529), and Suleiman's
advance to world-empire was stayed. Even as it was, he
reached and ravaged Styria and Carniola, almost at the gate
of central Europe. At the same time his corsair admiral,
Khair-ed-din—known to the Christians as Barbarossa—es-
tablished his power in Northern Africa and spread terror
in the Mediterranean.
By a strange turn in events the best friend of Suleiman
in Europe was the one who, by age-long traditional policy,
should have led in the coalition against him. Francis I,
however, beaten to his knees by Charles V, was in no mood
for a joint crusade upon his rival's other enemy. Much
had changed since the days of St. Louis. But even yet the

